
The British Council has a variety of different funding opportunities to help schools in England develop both 
partnerships with Chinese schools and the teaching of Chinese within their own school.  If you would like a partner 
school in China then please e-mail world.links@britishcouncil.org for more information.  Full details of our 
programmes and application forms are at www.britishcouncil.org/learning-school-partnerships-china.htm 

School partnership grants  Once a school has a partner, they can apply for a School Partnership Visit grant.  
This is for up to £1,000 for one member of staff to visit their partner school to discuss future joint project work.  
Full details, guidelines and the application forms can be found at www.britishcouncil.org/learning-school-
partnerships-study-visit-funding.htm

Joint curriculum projects  Schools with strong partnerships may then want to apply for funding to support a Joint 
Curriculum Project.  This grant can be up to £5,000 and usually involve students from the English school travelling 
to the partner school to take part in collaborative educational activities.  We are happy to offer advice and feedback 
on prospective applications before they are formally submitted. 

Chinese language assistants  If your school is thinking of introducing Chinese language classes or increasing 
the classes you already offer then you may be interested in hosting a Chinese Language Assistant (CLA) for a year.  
CLAs are all qualifi ed teachers in China and could come from your partner school, further strengthening the link.  
The British Council, with the support of HSBC, covers the fl ight and visa costs; the school would pay a monthly salary 
as with assistants from other countries.  The application process for 2007/08 will begin in the autumn of 2006.  

Language immersion  Schools that teach Chinese or that are thinking of introducing it may be interested 
in applying for the Chinese Immersion Course which takes place in China during the summer.  The course is divided 
between intensive language teaching, cultural activities and interaction with Chinese secondary school students.  
Details of the 2007 course will be available from later this term and the deadline will be in January 2007.

Area links funding  If your link is part of a wider strategic area link then there will also be the opportunity to apply 
for the HSBC area links funding.  The next deadline is 1 June 2007.

Chinese Speaking Competition  We organise an annual competition each autumn term for secondary school 
non-native students of Chinese.  Applications for this are starting now and the competition will be on 22 November 
2006.  Supported by HSBC, the prize for the winners is a week-long trip to Beijing.  

  Professional Development Days  In February 2007 the British Council     
         and SSAT, with the support of HSBC, are organising professional 

development days for teachers of Chinese and schools thinking of 
introducing Chinese.  Please e-mail world.links@britishcouncil.org as 

 soon as possible if you are interested as places are limited.

HSBC Gap Year scholarship  This is a fully-funded 10-month 
programme of study and work experience in Shanghai from September 
2007-June 2008.  The British Council will arrange accommodation, the 
language classes and the work placement.  This programme is open to 

anyone in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland or Wales in their fi nal year 
of secondary school who intends to take a gap year before going to 
university the following year.

School links and partnerships 
with China

Initiatives supported by

The British Council is the United Kingdom’s international organisation for 
educational opportunities and cultural relations.  We are registered in 

England as a charity.
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